Present continuous (I am doing)

Study this example situation:

Sarah is in her car. She is on her way to work. T
She is driving to work. W |_"22@|‘¢ ﬂ
This means: she is driving now, at the time of speaking. ,.".‘ L T :

The action is not finished. s

Am/is/are + -ing is the present continuous:

| am (=1I'm) driving
he/she/it is (=he'setc.) | working
we/you/they are (=we'reetc) | doing etc.

R R R R R ERRERERERRERRRERrREDEEEEEZD== —— = e

lam domg somethlng =I'm in the middle of domg it; I've started doing it and I haven t fmlshed
) Please don't make so much noise. I'm trying to work. (not | try)
‘Where's Mark?’  'He's having a shower.” (not He has a shower)
) Let's goout now. It isn't raining any more. (not It doesn't rain)
) (ataparty) Hi,Jane. Are you enjoying the party? (not Do you enjoy)
) What’s all that noise? What's going on? (= What's happening?)

Sometimes the action is not happening at the time of speaking. For example:

Steve is talking to a friend on the phone. He says:

I'm reading a really good book at the moment.
It's about a man who ..

Steve is not reading the book at the time of speaking.

He means that he has started it, but has not finished it yet.

He is in the middle of reading it.

Some more examples:

Kate wants to work in Italy, so she’s learning Italian. (but perhaps she isn't learning Italian
at the time of speaking)

Some friends of mine are building their own house. They hope to finish it next summer.

Y

(@ You can use the present continuous with today / thls week / this year etc. (perlods around now):
_J A: You're working hard today. (not You work hard today)
B: Yes, | have a lot to do.
(:1 The company | work for isn't domg so well this year

DRy We use the present continuous when we talk about changes happemng around now, especually
with these verbs:
get change become increase rise fall grow improve  begin  start

Is your English getting better? (not Does your English get better)
_ The population of the world is increasing very fast. (not increases)
) Atfirst | didn’t like my job, but I'm beginning to enjoy it now. (not | begin)

(Present continuous and present simple =» Units 3-4 Present tenses for the future = Unit 19 )




Exercises

“ The sentences on the right follow those on the left. Which sentence goes with which?

1 Please don t make so much noise. ‘ i a It's getting late. | 1 ok
2 | need to eat something soon. | | b They're lying. 2
3 I don't have anywhere to live right now. | | ¢ It's starting to rain. 3
4 We need to leave soon. d They're trying to sell it. 4 .
5 They don’t need their car any more. e I'm getting hungry. 5
6 Things are not so good at work. | | f Emtrvingto-work- T—
7 Itisn't true what they said. g I'm looking for an apartment. 7
| 8 We're going to get wet. J h The company is losing money. 8

o Complete the conversations.
1 a: | saw Brian a few days ago.
8: Oh, didyou? . What's he doing these days? (what/he/do)
: He's at university.
................... . 2 (what / he / study)
: Psychology
it? (he/ enjoy)

> @ r ® P

: Yes, he says it's a very good course,

2 A& Hi, NiCola. HOW ... s o 2 (your new job / go)
: Not bad. It wasn'’t so good at first,but . =y ... better now.
(it / get)
A: What about Daniel? Is he OK?
B: Yes, but .. .. his work right now. (he / not / enjoy)
He's been in the same JOb for a long time and ... : S to get bored
with it. (he / begin)

@

e Put the verb into the correct form, positive (I'm doing etc.) or negative (I'm not doing etc.).
1 Please don’t make so much noise. _I'm truing. . (I / try) to work.

2 Let'sgooutnow. . |t isn't raining (it / rain) any more.

3 You can turn off the radio. ... ... i (U] listen) to it

4 Kate phoned me last night. She’s on hollday inFrance. .. (she / have)
a great time and doesn’t want to come back.

5 lwant to lose weight, so thisweek ... .o (1/ eat) lunch.

6 Andrew has just started evening classes. ... (he / learn) Japanese.

7 Paul and Sally have had an argument. ..., i (they / speak)
to each other.

8 o (1] get) tired. | need a rest.

9 Tim.. .. (work) today. He's taken the day off.

0 . (1 / look) for Sophie. Do you know where she is?

o Complete the sentences using the following verbs:

start get -necrease change  rise

1 The population of the world . 15 increasing. . very fast.

2 Theworld ..o v Things never stay the same.

3 The situationis already bad and | e WOTSE,

4 The costof living ... S, Every year thmgs are more expensive.

5 The weather S ... toimprove. The rain has stopped, and the wind isn’t
as strong.



Alex is a bus driver, but now he is in bed asleep.
He is not driving a bus. (He is asleep.)

but He drives a bus. (He is a bus driver.)

Drive(s)/work(s)/do(es) etc. is the present simple:

I/we/you/they drive/work/do etc.

he/she/it drives/works/does etc.

We use the present simple to talk about things in general. We use it to say that something happens all
the time or repeatedly, or that something is true in general:
' Nurses look after patients in hospitals.
() lusually go away at weekends.
| The earth goes round the sun.
) The cafe opens at 7.30 in the morning.

Remember:
Iwork ... but He works ... They teach ... but My sister teaches ...

For spelling (-s or -es), see Appendix 6.

We use do/does to make questions and negative sentences:

2
do | I/we/you/they :_?::7 |/we/you/they | don't :\:\::
does | he/she/it do? ' he/she/it | doesn’t do

(| come from Canada. Where do you come from?
| don't go away very often.
J What does this word mean? (not What means this waord?)
() Rice doesn’t grow in cold climates.

In the following examples, do is also the main verb (do you do / doesn’t do etc.):
() 'What do you do?’ ‘| work in a shop.’
| He's always so lazy. He doesn’t do anything to help.

We use the present simple to say how often we do things:
I get up at 8 o’clock every morning.
How often do you go to the dentist?
() Julie doesn’t drink tea very often.
Robert usually goes away two or three times a year.

| promise / | apologise etc.

Sometimes we do things by saying something. For example, when you promise to do something,
you can say ‘'l promise ..."; when you suggest something, you can say 'l suggest ..."

) Ipromise | won't be late. (not I'm promising)

() 'What do you suggest | do?’ 'l suggest that you ...’

In the same way we say: | apologise ... / 1 advise ... / I insist ... /1 agree ... /| refuse ... etc.

(Present simple and present continuous =» Units 3-4 Present tenses for the future =» Unit 19 )
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Exercises

Q Complete the sentences using the following verbs:
cause(s)  connect(s) drink(s) live(s) open(s) -speak{s} take(s)

1 Tanya 35pedks . German very well.

2 ldon'toften ... ... coffee

3 The swimming pool R at 7.30 every morning.

4 Bad driving . . IANY @CCidents.

5 My parents ................inavery small flat.

6 The Olympic Games ....................... place every four years.

7 The PanamaCanal ... the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.

@ Put the verb into the correct form.
1 Julie doesn’t drink . (not/ drink) tea very often.

2 Whattime ... o (the banks / close) here?

3 I'vegotacar, but ..o . (nOt / use) it much.

4 ‘Where . [ (Ricardo / come) from?’ ‘From Cuba.’

5 'What ... ; (you /do)?" ‘I'm an electrician.’

6 1t . (take) me an hour to get to work. How long
“““““““““““““ . . (it / take) you?

7 Look at thiS sentence. What e e e R e (this word / mean)?

8 Davidisn't very fit. He . .. e (not / do) any sport.

@ Use the following verbs to complete the sentences. Sometimes you need the negative:
believe eat flow -ge- -grow  make rise  tell  translate

1 The earth . 905 . round the sun. T AN INTRrPreter. i sonmmsins from one
2 Rice. doesn't grow in Britain. language into another.

3 Thesun ..o in the east. 8 Liars are people who ... ... oo the
4 Bees... i hONEY truth.

5 Vegetarians .............. .. meat. 9 The River AMazon ... INTO
6 Anatheist .. ..o in God. the Atlantic Ocean.

@ You ask Lisa questions about herself and her family. Write the questions.
1 You know that Lisa plays tennis. You want to know how often. Ask her.
How often .. do you play tennis 2
2 Perhaps Lisa’s sister plays tennis too. You want to know. Ask Lisa.
T — VOUPSISEOT .ccomcsimmmmpmmsimssmoessosm s S i
3 You know that Lisa reads a newspaper every day You want to know which one. Ask her.

4 You know that Lisa's brother works. You want to know what he does. Ask Lisa.
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ?
5 You know that Lisa goes to the cinema a lot You want to know how often. Ask her.
6 You don't know where Lisa's grandparents live. You want to know. Ask Lisa.
?

@ Complete using the following:
| apologise linsist | promise Irecommend  -tsuggest

1 Mr Evans is not in the office today. .| suggest  you try calling him tomorrow.
2 |won't tell anybody what you said. S

3 (inarestaurant) You must let me pay for the meal e
" ... forwhat | did. It won't happen again.

5 The new restaurant in Hill Street is very good. ... it



Uit Present continuous and present simple 1
3 (lamdoing and | do)

Compare:

Present continuous (I am doing) Present simple (I do)

We use the continuous for things happeningat | We use the simple for things in general or
or around the time of speaking. | things that happen repeatedly.
The action is not complete. ‘

are they speaking?

Let's go out. Itisn't raining now. It doesn't rain very much in summer.

) ‘mbusy. ‘What are you doing?’ () What do you usually do at weekends?

CJ I'm getting hungry. Let’s go and eat. | (J lalways get hungry in the afternoon.

) Kate wants to work in Italy, so she’s ' (0 Most people learn to swim when they
learning Italian. are children.

() The population of the world is L ) Every day the population of the world
increasing very fast. 3 increases by about 200,000 people.

We use the continuous for temporary situations: | We use the simple for permanent situations:

() I'm living with some friends until | find a ' (J My parents live in London. They have
place of my own. ' lived there all their lives.

L) A You're working hard today. . Joeisn't lazy. He works hard most of
B: Yes, | have a lot to do. the time.

See Unit 1 for more information. | See Unit 2 for more information.

e

I always do and I'm always doing
| always do (something) = | do it every time:
(J Ialways go to work by car. (not I'm always going)

‘I'm always doing something’ has a different meaning. For example:

%ost my phone again. I'm always losing things)

-

I'm always losing things = | lose things very often,
perhaps too often, or more often than normal.

I am doing - — ldo — >
past now future | past now future
The water is boiling. Can you turn it [ Water boils at 100 degrees Celsius.
off?
() Listen to those people. What language | ) Excuse me, do you speak English?

s S —_—_—_“_"—“5>5

More examples:
(_ You're always playing computer games. You should do something more active.
(= You play computer games too often)
Tim is never satisfied. He's always complaining. (= He complains too much)

(Present continuous and simple 2 =» Unit 4 Present tenses for the future =» Unit 19
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Exercises

e Are the underlined verbs right or wrong? Correct them where necessary.

1 Water boils at 100 degrees Celsius. LOK S
The water boils. Canyou turnitoff? s boiling .
Look! That man tries to open the door of your car. R L SR ——
Can you hear those people? What do they talk about? o
The moon goes round the earth in about 27 days.

| must go now. lt gets late. A

| usually go to work by car. S ——

‘Hurry up! It'stime to leave.” 'OK,lcome’ ... T

| hear you've got a new job. How do you get on? cai

Paul is never late. He's always getting to work on time.

They don't get on well. They're always arguing.

= 'O D 00 N U B W N

—_ =

@ Put the verb into the correct form, present continuous or present simple.

1 Let'sgoout. ..k isn't raining (it / not / rain) now.

2 Juliais very good at languages. . She speaks . (she / speak) four languages very well.

3 Hurry up! .. T ... (everybody / wait) for you.

4 S (you / listen) to the radio?” 'No, you can turn it off.’

Ll T —— .. (you/ listen) to the radio every day?’ ‘No, just occasionally.’

6 TheRiverNile . ... (flow)intothe Mediterranean.

7 Theriver ... ... . (flow)veryfasttoday - much faster than usual.

8 . (we / usually / grow) vegetables in our garden, but this year

e (we / not / grow) any.
9 A: How's your English?

g: Notbad. 1think e npe . ... (it / improve) slowly.
10 Rachelis in New York right nOw. ... . (she / stay) at the Park Hotel.
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, {She / always / stay) there when she's in New York.
1 Can we stop walkmg SOONT  cosmsemanmms , v (1 / start) to feel tired.
12 A: Canyoudrive?
Bl o (1] l@@rn). My father - . (t@@CH) MeEL

(L o) -1 R E— . (I/ finish) work at flve but thls week
.............. o (1 / work) until six to earn a little more money.

14 My parents S . (live) in Manchester. They were born there and have never
lived anywhere else. Where i . (your parents / live)?
15 Sonmia (look) for a place to llve T _ (she / stay)
with her sister until she flnds somewhere.
(SRR ] | p— oo (your brother / do)?
B: He'san arch|tect but S GRS (he / not / work) at the moment.
17 (ataparty) ... (1 usually enjoy) parties, but

(I /not / enjoy) this one very much.

@ Finish B’s sentences. Use always -ing.

1 a: I've lost my phone again.
B: Notagain! .. Youw're always losing your phone . .
. The car has broken down again.
: That carisuseless. It .. ... .. =
. Look! You've made the same mlstake agaln
: Oh no, not again! 1. A TR YO
: Oh, I've forgotten my glasses agaln

. Typical! ..

w
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Past simple (I did)
Study this example:

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart was an Austrian
musician and composer. He lived from 1756 to
1791. He started composing at the age of five
and wrote more than 600 pieces of music.

He was only 35 years old when he died.

Lived/started/wrote/was/died are all past simple.

Very often the past snmple ends in -ed (regu[ar verbs)
) I'work in a travel agency now. Before that | worked in a department store.

() We invited them to our party, but they decided not to come.

L) The police stopped me on my way home last night.
) Laura passed her exam because she studied very hard.

For spelling (stopped, studied etc.), see Appendix 6.

But many verbs are irregular. The past simple does not end in -ed. For example:

write — wrote () Mozart wrote more than 600 pieces of music.
see  — saw () We saw Tanya in town a few days ago.

go — went () | went to the cinema three times last week.
shut — shut L It was cold, so | shut the window.

In questlons and negatlves we use dld/dldn t+ mﬁn.rtrve (enjoy/see/go etc. )

I | enjoyed you | enjoy? I enjoy
she | saw did | she | see? she | didn’t | see
they | went they | go? they go

() a: Did you go out last night?
B: Yes, | went to the cinema, but | didn’t enjoy the film much.
() ‘When did Mr Thomas die?’ ‘About ten years ago.’
() They didn't invite us to the party, so we didn't go.
_J 'Did you have time to do the shopping?’ ‘No, | didn’t.’

In the following examples, do is the main verb in the sentence (did ... do / didn’t do):
(' What did you do at the weekend? (not What did you at the weekend?)

=

() Ididn't do anything. (not | didn't anythmg)

The past of be (am/:s/are) is was/were

I/he/she/it was/wasn't was | I/he/she/it?

we/you/they were/weren’t were | we/you/they?

Note that we do not use did in negatives and questions with was/were:
CJ lwas angry because they were late.
() Was the weather good when you were on holiday?
(J They weren’t able to come because they were so busy.
(J Did you go out last night or were you too tired?

(Past simple and past continuous =* Unit 6 Past simple and present perfect =» Units 12-14




Exercises

6 Read what Laura says about a typical working day:

I usually get up at 7 o’clock and have a big breakfast. | walk to work, which
takes me about half an hour. | start work at 8.45. | never have lunch. Ifinish
work at 5 o'clock. I'm always tired when | get home. | usually cook a meal
in the evening. | don't usually go out. | go to bed at about 11 o'clock, and |
always sleep well.

. :55‘\ Laura

Yesterday was a typical working day for Laura. Write what she did or didn’t do yesterday.

1 _Shegotup ... .. at7o'clock. 7 o at5o'clock.
2 She i v abig breakfast. 8 ... o tired when ... hOME,
3 She.... N RIRU ° S B _a meal yesterday evening.
40t to get towork, 100 i OUL Yesterday evening,
- L SRR - | < - LTI | Qe @t 11 o'clock.
B curmsicesnonmssmsismmssni o SOOI {1 ;=1 ; IR I SO ; ... well last night.

e Complete the sentences using the following verbs in the correct form:

buy catch cost fall hurt sell spend teach throw -write

1 Mozart . Wrote  more than 600 pieces of music.

2 'How did you learn to drive?’ 'My father ... .. ; me.’

3 We couldn’t afford to keep our car,sowe ... -

4 Dave s . down the stairs this morning and ......................... his leg.

5 Joe. . . T the ball to Sue, Whio ...cuusmsssmmmssn it.

6 Ann .. ... a lot of money yesterday She r i @ dress which

..................... . £‘IOO.

e You ask James about his holiday. Write your questions.

Hi. How are things?
Fine, thanks. I've just had a great holiday.

1 Where . did. you go_ ?
To the U.S. We went on a trip from San Francisco to Denver.
Pl [, S i © By car?
Yes we hlred a car in San Francisco.
3 It's a long way to drive. How long ... i to get to Denver?
Two weeks.
4 Where .. A S ... 7 In hotels?
Yes, small hotels or motels.
5 imnssmtmesnrsisimss i .. good?
Yes but |t was very hot - sometimes too hot.
B T, _.the Grand Canyon?

Of course. It was wonderful.

m Complete the sentences. Put the verb into the correct form, positive or negative.

1 Itwaswarm, so | took  off my coat. (take)

2 The film wasn't very good. | .. didn't enjoy it much. (enjoy)

3 | knew Sarah was busy,so | ... ... . SR _her. (disturb)

4 We were very tired, sowe .. ... . the party early. (leave)

5 The bed was very uncomfortable. 1. Wl (sleep)

6 The window was open and a bird ... e into the room. (fly)

7 The hotel wasn't very expensive. & — = ... much to stay there. (cost)
8 lwasinahurry,sol .. —— e time to phone you. (have)

9 It was hard carrying the bags They SR very heavy. (be)

1



Yesterday Karen and Jim played tennis. They started at
10 o'clock and finished at 11.30.
So, at 10.30 they were playing tennis.

They were playing = they were in the middle of playing. ;
They had not finished playing.
Was/were -ing is the past continuous:

playing
doing
working etc.

I/he/she/it was
we/you/they were

| was doing something = | was in the middle of doing something at a certain time. The action or
situation had already started before this time, but had not finished:

| started doing | was doing I finished doing
past past now

() This time last year | was living in Brazil.
) What were you doing at 10 o'clock last night?
) lwaved to Helen, but she wasn’t looking.

Compare the past continuous (I was doing) and past simple (I did):

Past continuous (in the middle of an action) | Past simple (complete action) i
) I'was walking home when | met Dan. ) I walked home after the party last night.
(in the middle of walking home) - (= all the way, completely)
) Kate was watching TV when we [ Kate watched television a lot when she

arrived. ; was ill last year.

We often use the past simple and the past continuous together to say that something happened in the
middle of something else:
() Matt phoned while we were having dinner.
It was raining when | got up.
I saw you in the park yesterday. You were sitting on the grass and reading a book.
I hurt my back while | was working in the garden.

But we use the past simple to say that one thing happened after another:
| was walking along the road when | saw Dan. So | stopped, and we had a chat.

Compare:
|
When Karen arrived, we were having ; ) When Karen arrived, we had dinner. :
dinner. (= we had already started (= Karen arrived, and then we had £

before she arrived) dinner)

Some verbs (for example, know and want) are not normally used in the continuous (see Unit 4A):
() We were good friends. We knew each other well. (not We were knowing)
| was enjoying the party, but Chris wanted to go home. (not was wanting)



Exercises

m What were you doing at these times? Write sentences as in the examples. The past continuous
is not always necessary (see the second example).

1 (at 8 o'clock yesterday evening) .| was having dinner. .. . . . .
2 (at 5o'clock last Monday) .| .was on a bus on my way home.

3 (at 1015 yesterday morning) ... e ‘

4 (at 4.30 this morning) e

5 (at 7.45 yesterday evening) ...

6 (half an hourago) ...

@ Use your own ideas to complete the sentences. Use the past continuous.
1 Matt phoned while we .. were hctvmgdmner R—

2 Thedoorbellrang while | ... . R

3 The car began to make a strange noise when We . O ,
4 Jessicafell asleep while she ...

5 The television was on, but nobody ... ...

@ Put the verb into the correct form, past continuous or past simple.

Gates 1-10 &

| .58 __ (see) Sue in town H scsmmsssisseosmssrsermsserssen (meet) 1o (cycle) home |
| yesterday, but she ... = Tomand Jane at the airport a yesterday when a man
_(not / see) me. | few weeksago. They . .. G (step) out
She — NS [— (go) to Parisand | into the road in front of me. |
(look) the otherway | E———— i (g0) (go) quite fast,
| to Rome. We (have) | but luckllyl
" a chat while we . - ' (manage) to stop in time and

(wat)forourflughts ... (not / hit) him. )

m Put the verb into the correct form, past continuous or past simple.

1 Jenny . WA&S Waiting  (wait) for me when | .&rrived. . (arrive).
2 What e (you / do) at this time yesterday?' ‘I was asleep.’
3 . (you/ go) out last night?" ‘No, | was too tired.’
4 How fast e (you / drive) when the accident
(happen)?
5 Sam ... (take) a picture of me while |
(not / look).
6 We were in a very difficult position. We ... i (nOt / know) what to do.
7 | haven't seen Alan for ages. When | last . . .o . (see) him, he
. (try) to find a job.
8 1. ; e (walk) along the street when suddenly | ...
(hear) footsteps behmd €, SOMEHOY ..o | FOLLOW) IV Iwas
scaredand | . ... ... . (start) to run.
9 When | wasyoung, | . ... (Want) to be a pilot.
10 Last night| ... e ATOP) @ PLATEWHEA | (do) the
washing-up. Fortunately it (ot / break).
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