Present perfect 1 (I have done)

Study this example situation:

Tom is looking for his key. He can’t find it.
He has lost his key.

He has lost his key = He lost it recently, and he still
doesn’t have it.

Have/has lost is the present perfect simple:
- i o

I/we/they/you have (=I'veetc) | finished
‘ | lost :
| o i T ——————— &
. done 8
he/she/it has (= he'setc) by /e

The present perfect simple is have/has + past participle. The past participle often ends in -ed
(finished/decided etc.), but many important verbs are irregular (lost/done/written etc.).

For a list of 1rregular verbs, see Appendlx 1

When we say that ‘something has happened’, this is usually new mformatlon
() Ow! I've cut my finger.

The road is closed. There's been (there has been) an accident.

(from the news) Police have arrested two men in connection with the robbery.
When we use the present perfect, there is a connection with now. The action in the past has a result now:
() ‘Where's your key?’ 'l don’t know. I've lostit. (=Idon't have it now)
. He told me his name, but I've forgotten it. (=1 can’t remember it now)
) 'IsSally here?” ‘No, she’s gone out.’ (= she is out now)
(J Ican't find my bag. Have you seen it? (= Do you know where it is now?)

Note the difference between gone (to) and been (to)
) James is on holiday. He has gone to Italy. (= he is there now or on his way there)
] Jane is back home now. She has been to Italy. (= she has now come back)

You can use the present perfect with _|ust aiready and yet.

Just = a short time ago:
() ‘Are you hungry?’ ‘No, I've just had lunch.’
) Hello. Have you just arrived?

We use already to say that something happened sooner than expected:
L 'Don't forget to pay your electricity bill."” ‘I've already paid it.’
‘What time is Mark leaving?’ ‘He’s already left.’

N
o

Yet = until now. Yet shows that the speaker is expecting something to happen. Use yet only in
questions and negative sentences:
() Has it stopped raining yet?

—

() I've written the email, but | haven't sent it yet.

e —————— s - IR mr e e Y-~

You can also use the past simple (did, went, had etc.) in the examples on this page. So you can say:
{J ‘Is Sally here?”  ‘No, she wentout.” or ‘No, she’s gone out.’

_J ‘Areyou hungry?’ ‘No, | just had lunch. or ‘No, I've just had lunch.’

Present perfect =» Units 8, 11 Been to =¥ Units 8A, 126A Present perfect continuous =% Units 9-10
Present perfect and past = Units 12-14 Yet and already =* Unit 111 American English =» Appendix 7




Exercises

o Read the situations and write sentences. Use the following verbs in the present perfect:

arrive  break fall goup grow improve -lese

1 Tom is looking for his key. He can't find it. Tom . has lost his key. .
2 Lisa can't walk and her leg is in plaster. Lisa ... T ——
3 Last week the bus fare was £1.80. Now itis £2. The bids fare ..usssmmmsmss s
4 Maria’s English wasn't very good. Now it is better. Her English ..o

5 Dandidn't have a beard before. Now he has a beard. Dan ... B

6 This morning | was expecting a letter. Now | have it. The letter . e ——
7 The temperature was 20 degrees. Now it is only 12. THE

@ Put in been or gone.

1 James is on holiday. He's _.gone _ to ltaly.

2 Hello! I'vejust .. ... ... ... totheshops. I've bought lots of things.

3 Alice isn’t here at the moment. She's ... ... to the shop to get a newspaper.
4 Tomhas ... .....out. He'll be back in about an hour.

5 ‘Are you going to the bank?’ ‘No, I've already ... ... ... to the bank.’

e Complete B’s sentences. Make sentences from the words in brackets.

A\ ﬂB

1 ( Would you like something to eat?w (No, thanks. _I've just had lunch. )
- | (1/just / have / lunch)
2 Do you know where Juliais? | | Yes,... ...
| (1/just/see/ her)
3 What time is David leaving? | | ... ... S
(he / already / leave)
4 What's in the newspaper today? | | | don’t know. S
(I / not /read/ it yet)
5 | Is Sue coming to the cinema with us? NG, s ;
| | (she/ already / see / the fllm)
6 Are your friends here yet? YeS, o |
(they / just / arrive)
7 | What does Tim think about your plan? | | ... R —— '
L ) L(we / not / tell / h:m yet) )

m Read the situations and write sentences with just, already or yet.

1 After lunch you go to see a friend at her house. She says, ‘Would you like something to eat?’
Yousay: Nothankyou. . !'ve just had lunch . (have lunch)
2 Joe goes out. Five minutes later, the phone rings and the caller says, ‘Can | speak to Joe?’

You say: I'm afraid ... — e (goOUL)
3 You are eating in a restaurant. The waiter thlnks you have f|n|shed and starts to take your

plate away. Yousay: Waitaminute! . . . (not [ finish)
4 You plan to eat at a restaurant tonight. You phoned to reserve a table Later your friend says,

‘Shall | phone to reserve a table?” Yousay: No,. S - (doOViE)
5 You know that a friend of yours is looking for a place to live. Perhaps she has been successful.

Ask her. YOU S8Y: o s ? (find)
6 You are still thinking about where to go for your holtday A frlend asks ‘Where are you going

for your holiday?’ Yousay: ... - e« (not / decide)
7 Linda went shopping, but a few minutes ago she returned Somebpdy asks ‘Is Linda still out

shiopping?! Youwsay:s Nojs. s R S e (come back)
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It has been raining

Study this example situation;

Is it raining?

No, but the ground is wet.

It has been raining.

Have/has been -ing is the present perfect continuous:

= =

I/we/they/you have (=I've etc)) ;been i‘:ir::ign
he/she/it has (=he'setc) | iplayingg stz |

- = |

We use the present perfect continuous for an activity that has recently stopped or just stopped.
There is a connection with now:

) You're out of breath. Have you been running? (= you're out of breath now)

() Paulis very tired. He's been working very hard. (= he's tired now)

) Why are your clothes so dirty? What have you been doing?

L) I've been talking to Amanda about the problem and she agrees with me.

) Where have you been? |'ve been looking for you everywhere.

It has been raining for two hours.
Study this example situation:

It began raining two hours ago and it is still raining.

How long has it been raining?

It has been raining for two hours.

We use the present perfect continuous in this way especially
with how long, for ... and since ... . The activity is still
happening (as in this example) or has just stopped.

() Tim s still watching TV. He's been watching TV all day.
| Where have you been? I've been looking for you for the last half hour.
) Chris hasn't been feeling well recently.

You can use the present perfect continuous for actions repeated over a period of time:
() Silvia is a very good tennis player. She’s been playing since she was eight.
) Every morning they meet in the same cafe. They've been going there for years.

Compare | am doing (see Unit 1) and | have been doing:

|

| am doing I have been doing
present continuous present perfect continuous
* i
now ‘ now
Don’t disturb me now. I’'m working. [ I've been working hard. Now I'm going
to have a break.
We need an umbrella. It's raining. [ The ground is wet. It's been raining.

) Hurry up!

We're waiting. - ) We've been waiting for an hour.

T T T B B T R D T T Y e o

(Present perfect continuous and simple =% Units 10-11 Present perfect + for/since =» Units 11-12




Exercises

m What have these people been doing or what has been happening?

3

earlier earlier

| They..'ve been shoPpmg e SR

)
earlier

4)
earlier

They e e L (e

@ Write a question for each situation.
1 You meet Paul as he is leaving the swimming pool.
You ask: (you / swim?) __Have you been swimming?.
2 You have just arrived to meet a friend who is waiting for you.
You ask: (you / wait / long?) ... S
3 You meet a friend in the street. His face and hands are very dlrty
You ask: (what / you / do?) -
4 A friend of yours is now working in a shop You want to know how long
You ask: (how long / you / work / there?) ...
5 A friend tells you about his job — he sells mobile phones You want to know how Long
You ask: (how long / you / sell / mobile PRONES?) .

@ Read the situations and complete the sentences.

1 It's raining. The rain started two hours ago.
It .’s. been raining for two hours.
2 We are waiting for the bus. We started waiting 20 minutes ago.

NV ... coosmmmmmmrsmcspmremsers e e A i s TOF 20 minutes.
3 I'm leamrng Spanlsh | started classes in December
P — . since December.

4 Jessicais workrng ina supermarket She started workrng there on 18 January
...................... - - since 18 January.
5 Our friends always spend thelr holldays in ltaly They started gorng there years ago.
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, R stz VO OIS

m Put the verb into the present continuous (I am -ing) or present perfect continuous
(1 have been -ing).

1 . Maria has been learning . (Maria/ learn) English for two years.

2 Hello,Tom. . ... S (1 / look) for you. Where have you been?
3 WhY i (yOU / lOOK) @t mee like that? Stop it!

4 Lindaisateacher. ... . (she / teach) for ten years.

5 e R R (I /thrnk) about what you said and I've decided to take

your advice.
‘Is Paul on holiday this week?’ ‘NO, . i (€ / WoOrK).!
Sarah isvery tired! s (she / work) very hard recently.

~ O
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Unit

<19

Study this example situation:

I've been painting my bedroom. )

Vo:

There is paint on Kate's clothes.
She has been painting her bedroom.

Has been painting is the present perfect
continuous.

We are thinking of the activity. It does not
matter whether it has been finished or not.
In this example, the activity (painting the
bedroom) has not been finished.

Compare these examples:

L) My hands are very dirty. I've been
repairing my bike,

He should eat less.

) It's nice to see you again. What have
you been doing since we last met?

. Where have you been? Have you been
playing tennis?

We use the continuous to say how long
(for something that is still happening):
' How long have you been reading that
book?
() Lisa is writing emails. She’s been
writing emails all morning.
./ They've been playing tennis since
2 o'clock.
I'm learning Arabic, but | haven’t been
learning it very long.

) Joe has been eating too much recently.

Present perfect continuous and simple
(I have been doing and | have done)

I've painted my bedroom).

Her bedroom was green. Now it is yellow.

| She has painted her bedroom.

Has painted is the present perfect simple.

| Here, the important thing is that something

has been finished. Has painted is a completed
action. We are interested in the result of

| the activity (the painted bedroom), not the
| activity itself.

) My bike is OK again now. I've
repaired it.
Somebody has eaten all the
chocolates. The box is empty.

) Where's the book | gave you? What
have you done with it?

) Have you ever played tennis?

| We use the simple to say how much, how many
| or how many times:

' How much of that book have you read?

) Lisa is writing emails. She’s sent lots of

emails this morning.

They've played tennis three times this

week.

| I'm learning Arabic, but | haven’t learnt
very much yet.

Bl Some verbs (for example, know/like/believe) are not normally used in the continuous:
) I've known about the problem for a long time. (not I've been knowing)
(J How long have you had that camera? (not have you been having)

For a list of these verbs, see Unit 4A. For have, see Unit 17,
But note that you can use want and mean in the present perfect continuous:
- I've been meaning to phone Jane, but | keep forgetting.

Present perfect simple =% Units 7-8
Present perfect + for/since =% Units 11-12

Present perfect continuous =» Unit 9

:

A

T



Exercises

@ Read the situation and complete the sentences. Use the verbs in brackets.
1 Tom started reading a book two hours ago. He is still reading it and now he is on page 53.
.He has been reading . for two hours. (read)
_.He has read 53 pagessofar. (read)

2 Rachel is from Australia. She is travelling round Europe at the moment. She began her trip three

months ago.
SR@ s i . TOT three Months,  (travel)
....... . SIX COUNtries sO far.  (visit)

3 Patrick is a tennis player. He began playing tennis when he was ten years old. This year he won
the national championship again - for the fourth time.
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, — the national championship four times. (win)
_.since he was ten. (play)

4 When they left college, Lisa and Sue started making films together. They still make films.
THBY v s i ... films since they left college. (make)
.. five films since they left college. (make)

@ For each situation, ask a question using the words in brackets.
1 You have a friend who is learning Arabic. You ask:
(how long / learn / Arabic?) _How long have you been learning Arabic?
2 You have just arrived to meet a friend. She is waiting for you. You ask:
(wait / long?) Have ... ... .
3 You see somebody fishing by the river. You ask
(catch / any fish?)
4 Some friends of yours are having a party next week You ask
(how many people / invite?) . e
5 Afriend of yours is a teacher. You ask
(how long / teach?) ... ... ...
6 You meet somebody who is a writer. You ask
(how many books / write?)
(how long / write / books?) S
7 A friend of yours is saving money to go on a world trlp You ask
(ROW LONE / SAVE?) e e
(how much money / save?) i

@ Put the verb into the more suitable form, present perfect simple (I have done) or continuous
(I have been doing).

1 Where have you been? _ Have you been playing  (you / play) tennis?
2 Look! v (somebody / break) that window.
3 Youlooktired. . ... o (you / work) hard?
c: R ; (you / ever/ work) in a factory?’ 'No, never.’
5 ‘Lizis away on holiciay Is she? Where e . (ShE / gO) P
6 My brother is an actor. S ——— (he/appear) in several films.
7 ‘Sorry I'm late. 'That’s all rlght R s (W TTOG A wait) long,”
8 ‘Is it still raining?’ ‘No, . e (1T / STOP).
9 (I / lose) my phone e (YOU / SE€)
it anywhere?
10 g (4 read) thie bookyou lentne, biit
_.(I'/ not / finish) it yet. It's very interesting.
1T s (| £ 7€) the book you lent me, so you can have it back now.
12 Thisisaveryoldbook. ... e (1 / have) it since | was a child.
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How long have you (been) ... ?

Study this example situation:

Dan and Jenny are married. They got married exactly
20 years ago, so today is their 20th wedding anniversary.

They have been married for 20 years.
We say: They are married. (present)

but How long have they been married? (present perfect)
(not How long are they married?)
They have been married for 20 years.
(not They are married for 20 years)

We use the present perfect to talk about something that began in the past and still continues now.
Compare the present and the present perfect:

) Paulis in hospital. pre'sent
but He’s been in hospital since Monday. (= He has been ...) he is
(not Paul is in hospital since Monday) do you know
~ she is waiting
() Do you know each other well?
but Have you known each other for a long time?
(not Do you know) present perfect

he has been
have you known
she has been waiting

() She's waiting for somebody.
but She's been waiting all morning.

Do they have a car?
but How long have they had their car? past now

I have known/had/lived etc. is the present perfect simple.
I have been learning / been waiting / been doing etc. is the present perfect continuous.

When we ask or say ‘how long’, the continuous is more usual (see Unit 10):
I've been learning English for six months.
() It's been raining since lunchtime.
Richard has been doing the same job for 20 years.
() 'How long have you been driving?’ 'Since | was 17.

Some verbs (for example, know/like/believe) are not normally used in the continuous:
) How long have you known Jane? (not have you been knowing)
) I've had a pain in my stomach all day. (not I've been having)

See also Units 4A and 10C. For have, see Unit 17.

You can use either the present perfect continuous or simple with live and work:
Julia has been living / has lived here for a long time.
_ How long have you been working / have you worked here?

But use the simple (I've lived / I've done etc.) with always:
() I've always lived in the country. (not always been living)

(PR We say ‘| haven't done something since/for ...’ (present perfect simple):
_) | haven't seen Tom since Monday. (= Monday was the last time | saw him)
) Sarah hasn't phoned for ages. (=the last time she phoned was ages ago)

(I haven't ... since/for = Unit 8B Present perfect continuous =# Units 9-10 For and since =% Unit 12A)




Exercises

m Are the underlined verbs right or wrong? Correct them where necessary.

1

C YW NV R W

"y

Ben is a friend of mine. | know him very well.
Ben is a friend of mine. | know him for a long time.

Sarah and Adam are married since July.

The weather is awful. It's raining again.

The weather is awful. It's raining all day.

I like your house. How long are you living there?

Gary is working in a shop for the last few months.

1 don't know Tom well. We've only met a few times.

| gave up drinking coffee. | don't drink it for a year.

That's a very old bike. How long do you have it?

oK
I’'ve. known him

@ Read the situations and write questions from the words in brackets.

1

A friend tells you that Paul is in hospital. You ask him:

(how long / be / in hospital?) .
You meet a woman who tells you that she teaches English. You ask her:

(how long / teach / English?) S
You know that Jane is a good friend of Kathenne s. You askjane

(how long / know / Katherine?) _
Your friend's brother went to Austral:a some t|me ago and he s stull there You ask your friend
(how long / be / in Australia?)
Tom always wears the same jacket. It sa very old Jacket You ask htrn
(how long / have / that jacket?)
You are talking to a friend about Joe. Joe now works at the a|rport You ask your frlend
(how long / work / at the airport?) .. .. T
A friend of yours is having guitar lessons. You ask hlm

(how long / have / guitar lessons?)

_How long has Paul been in Wospibal? ...

You meet somebody on a plane. She says that she llves in Chucago You ask her
(always / live / in Chicago?) ...

@ Complete B’s answers to A's questions.

W 0 ~N O U1 A W N =

— o =
N o O

-— )
> W

AN
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Paul is in hospital, isn't he?',
Do you see Ann very often? 3
Is Amy married?

Are you waiting for me?
You know Mel, don’t you? |
Do you still play tennis? |

Is Joe watching TV? |

Do you watch TV a lot?

Do you have a headache? |
Adrian is never ill, is he? |
Are you feeling ill? ;f

Sue lives in Berlin, doesn't she? |

Do you go to the cinema a lot? |

Would you like to go to New '_
York one day? )

(Yes, he . has been

No, |
b [ J—

O s
Yes, he .o

Yes, |
No, he ..

last few years.

Yes, | ..

s

_in hospital since Monday.
haven't seen . her for three months.

NE5, WO

use always / want)

YOS, | oo
_.each other a long time. |

N, | s

/

married for ten years.
for the last half hour. |

. tennis for years. |
TV all evening.
TV for ages.

..a headache all morning. |

3 O [
I o

MO, L. o e

_ill since I've known him.

~illall day. f
_in Berlin for the

_to the cinema for ages.
..to go to New York.

P 3




Present perfect and past 1 (I have done and | did)

Study this example situation:

Tom is looking for his key. He can't find it.
He has lost his key. (present perfect)
This means that he doesn’t have his key now.

Now Tom has found his key. He has it now. :
Has he lost his key?  No, he has found it. i
Did he lose his key?  Yes, he did.

He lost his key (past simple)
but now he has found it. (present perfect)

T AR A — T T TS IS

The present perfect (something has happened) is a present tense. It always tells us about the
situation now. ‘Tom has lost his key' = he doesn't have his key now (see Unit 7).

The past simple (something happened) tells us only about the past. If somebody says ‘Tom lost his
key’, this doesn't tell us whether he has the key now or not. It tells us only that he lost his key at some
time in the past.

Do not use the present perfect if the situation now is different. Compare:
) They've gone away. They'll be back on Friday. (they are away now)
They went away, but | think they're back at home now. (not They've gone)
It has stopped raining now, so we don't need the umbrella. (it isn't raining now)
It stopped raining for a while, but now it’s raining again. (not It has stopped)

You can use the present perfect for new or recent happenings:
(J 'I've repaired the washing machine. It's working OK now." ‘Oh, that's good.’
() ‘Sally has had a baby! It'saboy.’ 'That’s great news.’

Usually, you can also use the past simple:
() | repaired the washing machine. It's working OK now.

Use the past simple (not the present perfect) for things that are not recent or new:
() Mozart was a composer. He wrote more than 600 pieces of music.
(not has been ... has written)
) My mother grew up in Italy. (not has grown)

Compare:
() Did you know that somebody has invented a new type of washing machine?

Y

() Who invented the telephone? (not has lnvented)

C We use the present perfect to give new mformatlon (see Unit 7). But if we continue to talk about it,
we normally use the past simple:
1 a: Ow! I've burnt myself.
8: How did you do that? (not have you done)
a: | picked up a hot dish. (not have picked)

) a: Look! Somebody has spilt something on the sofa.
B: Well, it wasn’t me. | didn'tdoit. (not hasn't been ... haven't done)

Past simple =» Unit 5 Present perfect =» Units 7-8 Present perfect and past 2 =» Unit 14
American English =¥ Appendix 7




Exercises

Complete the sentences using the verbs in brackets. Use the present perfect where possible.
Otherwise use the past simple.

Pl [ Theoffice is empty now.

S R . N I EVEI’ybOdy v T

(go) home.

| can't get in.
I...ve lost (lose) my
key.

|

I meant to call you last night,

275 f PR
(forget). (go) to Egypt for a holiday, but
| she’s back home in England now.
| -
&
Y8l e, g -8
(have) a headache but’'m & N [FER 30 RS TemeeSagR B
fine now. = s - (break down.
b ————— _ e —————— — R

@ Are the underlined parts of these sentences right or wrong? Correct them where necessary.
1 Did you hear about Sue? She's given up her job. B« TP ——
My mother has grown up in Italy. B L2
How many poems has William Shakespeare written?
Ow! I've cut my finger. It's bleeding.
Drugs have become a big problem everywhere.
Who has invented paper?
Where have you been born?
Ellie isn't at home. She’s gone shopping.
Albert Einstein has been the scientist who
has developed the theory of relativity.

W ~Nou b Wi

Put the verb into the correct form, present perfect or past simple.

1 .|t stopped.  raining for a while, but now it's raining again. (it / stop)
2 The town where | live is very different now. . It has changed  alot. (it /change)
3 | studied German at school, but ... ..most of it now. (I/forget)
4 The police ... e three people but laterthey let them go. (arrest)
5 What do you think of my Engllsh? Do you think e s O (L IDPIOVE]
6 A: Are you still reading the paper?
B: No, R with it. You can haveit. (1 / finish)
7 _for a job as a tourist guide, but | wasn't successful. (I/apply)
8 Wheres 1) g ] (o ——— outside the house, but it's not there now. (it / be)
9 Quick! We need to call an ambutance S an accident. (there / be)
10 A: Have you heard about Ben? ... . . hisarm. (he / break)
B Raally? HOW wummmmmmunismssmmsg ? (that/ happen)
Al . OFf @ ladder. - (he / fall)
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Past perfect (I had done)

Study this example situation:

Sarah went to a party last week. Paul went to the B
at10.30 at 11.00 parky
party too, but they didn’t see each other. Paul left the :
party at 10.30 and Sarah arrived at 11 o'clock. So: i

When Sarah arrived at the party, Paul wasn't there. r

He had gone home.

Had gone is the past perfect (simple):
I/we/they/you _ | (=rdetc) | feo::

- he/she/it 1 | (= he'd etc)

: finished etc. |

PAUL SARAH

&
e S

The past perfect simple is had + past participle (gone/seen/finished etc).
Sometimes we talk about something that happened in the past:
() Sarah arrived at the party.
This is the starting point of the story. Then, if we want to talk about things that happened before this
time, we use the past perfect (had ...):
(

() When Sarah arrived at the party, Paul had already gone home.

Some more examples:

() When we got home last night, we found that somebody had broken into the flat.

() Karen didn't want to go to the cinema with us because she’d already seen the movie.

() Atfirst | thought I'd done the right thing, but | soon realised that I'd made a big mistake.
(J The man sitting next to me on the plane was very nervous. He hadn’t flown before.

or ... He had never flown before.

Compare the present perfect (have seen etc.) and the past perfect (had seen etc.):

Present perfect | Past perfect

have seen had seen y

past now past now

() Who is that woman? I've seen her () Iwasn't sure who she was. I'd seen her

before, but | can’t remember where. ' before, but | couldn’t remember where. t

_) Wearen't hungry. We've just had ‘ _J We weren't hungry. We'd just had i

lunch. lunch.

) The house is dirty. They haven't ) The house was dirty. They hadn't r

cleaned it for weeks. ; cleaned it for weeks.

e e A T B RASrs ! e e A ""ﬂ-e
Compare the past simple (left, was etc.) and the past perfect (had left, had been etc.):

) A: Was Tom there when you arrived? O A WasTom there when you arrived? |

B: Yes, but he left soon afterwards. | 8: No, he had already left.

() Kate wasn’t at home when | phoned. : ) Kate had just got home when | phoned.

She was at her mother’s house. 3 She had been at her mother's house. |

o

e e H—— e — =< B e e S B st

(Past perfect continuous = Unit 16 Irregular verbs (gone/seen etc.) =» Appendix 1 )




Exercises

@ Read the situations and write sentences from the words in brackets.

T You went to Sue's house, but she wasn't there.
(she / go/out) ..She had. gone out.. R
2 You went back to your home town after many years It wasn't the same as before
(it/ change /alot) .. _
3 linvited Rachel to the party, but she couldn t come.
(she / arrange / to do something else) S—
4 You went to the cinema last night. You got to the cinema late
(the film / already / start) -
5 It was nice to see Daniel again after such a long time
(1 / not / see / him for five years) . .
6 | offered Sue something to eat, but she wasn t hungry
g o el LT SR ST —

@ For each situation, write a sentence ending with never ... before. Use the verb in brackets.

1 The man suttlng next to you on the plane was very nervous. It was his first flight.
(fly) ..He'd never flown before.

2 Somebody sang a song. | didn’t know it.
(RBAF) | B ... before.
3 Sam played tennis yesterday He wasn t very good at it because it was his frrst game
(Play) HE ..o :
4 Last year we went to Mexmo It was our farst tlme there
(DEREte] MW mmnmmsmsmamsgs s 5o e e

Use the sentences on the left to complete the paragraphs on the right. These sentences are
in the order in which they happened - so (a) happened before (b), (b) before (c) etc. But your
paragraph begins with the underlined sentence, so sometimes you need the past perfect.

1 (a) Somebody broke into the office during We arrived at work in the morning and

the night. found that .. somebody had. broken
(b) We arrived at work in the morning. into the office during the night. So
(c) We called the police. e BTTE) DOLIESS
2 (a) Laurawent out this morning. | went to Laura’s house this morning and
(b) Lrang her doorbell. } rang her doorbell, but ... .............”no
(c) There was no answer. b= {1/ ] R — —— out.

3 (a) Jim came back from holiday a few
days ago.

o i gt e JUSE . hOMidRRY.

) AElaleEvEyEl. 020 4 Smmme—w—m s METY Well,

4 (a) Kevin sent Sally lots of emails. Yesterday Kevin ... ... from
(b) She never replied to them. Sally. oo VETY SUTPTiSE,
(c) Yesterday he got a phone call from her. | . _ lots of emails,
(d) He was very surprised. but ..

@ Put the verb into the correct form, past perfect (I had done) or past simple (I did).

1 '‘Was Paul at the party when you arrived?’ ‘No, he .. had. gone . (go) home.’

2 | feltvery tired when | got home, so | .. ... ... (g0) straight to bed.

3 The house was very quiet when | got home. Everybody ... (80) to bed.

4 SorryI'mlate. Thecar.. ............ .. (break) downon my way here.

5 We were driving along the road whenwe ... (s€€) @ car which

.. (break) down, so we .. . (stop) to help.
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Yesterday morning | got up and looked out of the window.
The sun was shining, but the ground was very wet.

It had been raining.

It was not raining when | looked out of the window;
| the sun was shining. But it had been raining before.

Had been -ing is the past perfect continuous:

doing
I/we/you/they ' (=I'd etc) 4
he/she/it ' had (= he'd etc) been = working

\ playmg etc.

R T

Some more examples:
L When the boys came into the house, their clothes were dirty, their hair was untidy and one of
them had a black eye. They'd been fighting.
I was very tired when | got home. I'd been working hard all day.
. When | went to Madrid a few years ago, | stayed with a friend of mine. She hadn’t been
living there very long, but she knew the city very well.

You can say that something had been happening for a period of time before something else happened:
() We'd been playing tennis for about half an hour when it started to rain heavily.

() Paul went to the doctor last Friday. He hadn’t been feellng well for some time.

Compare have been -ing (present perfect contmuous) and had been -ing (past perfect contmuous)

Present perfect continuous | Past perfect continuous
| have been -ing I had been -ing
past now past now
() Ihope the bus comes soon. I'vebeen | () At last the bus came. I'd been waiting
waiting for 20 minutes. (before now) for 20 minutes. (before the bus came)
' James is out of breath. He has been __ James was out of breath. He had been

running. ; running.

Compare was -ing (past continuous) and had been -ing:
It wasn't raining when we went out. The sun was shining. But it had been raining,
so the ground was wet.
. Katherine was sitting in an armchair resting. She was tired because she’d been working
very hard.

Some verbs (for example know and llke) are not normally used in the continuous:
([ We were good friends. We had known each other for years. (not had been knowing)
() lwas surprised when Lisa cut her hair. She’d had long hair since | first met her.
(not she'd been having)

For a list of these verbs, see Unit 4A. For have, see Unit 17.

Q’resent perfect continuous =» Unit 9-10 Past perfect simple =% Unit 15 )




Exercises

@ Read the situations and make sentences from the words in brackets.

1 lwas very tired when | arrived home.
(1 / work / hard all day) ..I'd. been working hard all day. .
2 The two boys came into the house. They had a football and they were both very tlred
(they / play / football)
3 | was disappointed when | had to cancel my hollday
(1/ look / forward to it) T ———
4 Ann woke up in the middle of the nlght She was fnghtened and drdn t know where she was.
(she /dream) .. .
5 When | got homne, Mark was 5|tt|ng in front of the TV He had JUSt turned it off
(he /watch /afilm) .

@ Read the situations and complete the sentences.

1 We played tennis yesterday. Half an hour after we began playing, it started to rain.
We had been playing for half an hour . when .. ik started to rain .

2 | had arranged to meet Tom in a restaurant. | arrived and waited for him. After 20 minutes
| realised that | was in the wrong restaurant.
snmmmmm s senpsmsempses TOT 20 INOIES WHER Lo
. : . the wrong restaurant.

3 Sarah got a JOb in factory Five years later the factory closed down.
At the time the factory : IORTR. - |- |

..... S there for flve years.

4 I went to a concert last week. The orchestra began playing. After about ten minutes a man in

the audience suddenly started shouting.

The orchestra ... et S .. when
This time make your own sentence:
5 | began walking along the road. | . A a5
B s ismsn s cistastiisisos e
@ Put the verb into the most suitable form, past continuous (I was doing), past perfect
(I had done) or past perfect continuous (I had been doing).
1 It was very noisy next door. Our neighbours ... were having . (have) a party.
2 We were good friends. . We'd. known  (we / know) each other for years.
3 John and | went for a walk. | had difficulty keeping up with him because
.. (he / walk) so fast.
4 Sue was suttlng on the ground She was out of breath. ... oo (she / run).
5 When | arrived, everybody was sitting round the table with their mouths full.
- , . (they / eat).
6 When I arnved everybody was sitting round the table and talking. Their mouths were empty,
but their stomachswerefull. ... .. ... ... (they/eat).
7 James was on his hands and knees on the ﬂoor ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, (he / look) for his
contact lens.
8 Whenlarrived,Kate ... ... ... (wait) for me. She was annoyed because | was
late and .. SO S (she / wait) for a long time.
9 |was sad when Isoldmycar. . .. ... e (l/have)itforaverylong time.
10 We were extremely tired at the end of the joUrney. . (We / travel) for

more than 24 hours.
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