SEMINAR 1
Analyze the following texts using questions as guidelines. Be ready to present the results of your analysis in class.
THE LAKE ISLE OF INNISFREE (WILLIAM  BUTLER  YEATS)

I will arise and go now, and go to Innisfree, 


And a small cabin build there, of clay and wattles made,

Nine bean rows will I have there, a hive for the honey bee, 

And live alone in the bee-loud glade.

And I shall have some peace there, for peace comes dropping slow,

Dropping from the veils of the morning to where the cricket sings;

There midnight’s all a glimmer, and noon a purple glow,

And evening full of the linnet’s wings.

I will arise and go now, for always night and day

I hear lake water lapping with low sounds by the shore;

While I stand on the roadway, or on the pavements gray,

I hear it in the deep heart’s core.

1. Summarize the content of the poem in one sentence. What do you know about the author and his works?
2. Describe the place the narrator models in the text and analyze the structure of its fictional space paying  special attention to its size, objects, sounds, light and colours that fill it. Comment on the syntactical structure of sentences (repetitions of conjunctions,  syntactical parallelism) and lexical repetitions. What image serves as a basis for the metaphor  “peace comes dropping slow from the veils of the morning”? 
3. How would you describe the place the narrator wants to leave (proceeding from the text)? Why do you think there is only one line depicting it?
4. Point out cases of assonance (repetitions of stressed vowels), alliteration (repetitions of initial consonants) and other cases of sound repetition and their function and connotations in the poem.

5. Why the imaginary world of beauty and peace is portrayed as a small lake isle?

6. Do you find the name of the isle Innisfree suggestive? Justify your point of view.
7. Do you think the idea/message of the poem correlates with current problems of our century, or it refers to the past only?

DAVID COPPERFIELD (CHARLES DICKENS)

The rest of the half year is a jumble of my recollection of the daily strife and struggle of our lives, of the waning summer and the changing season, of the frosty mornings when we were run out of bed, and the cold, cold smell of the dark nights when we were run into bed, of the evening schoolroom dimly lighted and indifferently warmed, and the morning schoolroom which was nothing but a great shivering machine, of the alternation of boiled beef with roast beef, and boiled mutton with roast mutton, of clods of bread-and-butter, canings, rulerings, hair-cuttings, rainy Sundays, and a dirty atmosphere of ink surrounding all.
I well remember, though, how the distant idea of the holidays, after seeming for an immense time to be a stationary speck, began to come towards us, and grow and grow. How, from counting months, we came to weeks, and then to days, and how I then began to be afraid that I shouldn’t be sent for, and when I learnt from Steerforth that I had been sent for and was certainly to go home, had dim forebodings that I might break my leg first. How the breaking-up day changed its place fast, at last, from the week after next to next week, this week, the day after tomorrow, today, tonight – when I was inside the Yarmouth mail, and going home. 
1. Give a brief summary of the text. What do you know about the novel “David Copperfield” and its main hero? Does the school experience of David bear any resemblance to Dickens’ real life experience?

2. What does the first paragraph depict? Can you point out any key words? Pay attention to the choice of words, lexical repetitions, cases of antithesis (contrast), the metaphor “a great shivering machine” based on depersonification. Comment on the syntactical peculiarities of the sentence (abundance of subclauses, enumeration). How would you describe David’s school life proceeding from the paragraph?

3. What does the second paragraph deal with? Point out the peculiarities of the fictional time that is created within it. What makes you feel that time pace is getting faster and faster? Comment on lexical repetitions, the epithet “immense time”, the simile “seeming…to be a stationary speck”. Why do you think one complex sentence is divided into three separate sentences? Comment on repetition or absence of conjunctions. What helps to create gradation and finally leads to the climax of the fragment?

4. How would you formulate the message of the fragment? Does it correlate with other novels by Dickens? 


