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Vocabulary for exam cards
Major – Foreign Languages, Semester 5
War Conflicts and Diplomatic Relations

to start/wage a war against sb
to avert a war

to be on the brink of war
a standoff

an armed conflict

a hot spot

a breakaway region
civil war, guerrilla war, nuclear war, Cold war, full-scale war, devastating war
a ceasefire; to demand an immediate ceasefire

to deploy troops; to withdraw troops (withdrawal of troops)
militants

rebels

casualties/losses; heavy casualties/losses; civilian casualties; to inflict casualties/losses

the wounded; to be wounded

friendly fire (victims of friendly fire)

collateral damage

ethnic cleansing

genocide

a refugee/an evacuee

a buffer zone

relief aid/organization; humanitarian aid/crisis

to recognize sth as an independent state

to exert pressure on a country

to send an observer force; to send civilian monitors to a country

economic sanctions; economic embargo; to impose sanctions on sb/sth

a missile shield

to establish relations; to break off/cut off relations; to resume/re-establish relations
to sour/damage relations

tense/strained/frosty  relations

to be diplomatically isolated

a thaw
Terrorism

a terrorist act/attack; to commit a terrorist act

a terrorist bombing

a suicide-bomber

Al-Qaeda-affiliated groups

Islamist extremism

to assassinate sb; an assassination

to attain political objectives

to intimidate sb

to create a climate of fear among civilians

to destabilize political institutions

to attract media coverage

to challenge the world order

to create a global outreach

to claim responsibility for a terrorist attack
an improvised explosive device (IED)
nuclear, biological, chemical weapons; weapons of mass destruction

counter-terrorism policy/methods
The US Political System
legislative power, executive power, judicial power

an autonomous branch

system of checks and balances

to limit the authority of sb/sth

to enforce the laws

to carry out a duty

commander-in-chief

to negotiate international treaties

to appoint sb

to be in office; to be removed from office

to sign/pass/veto bills

national security

the executive office of the President

heads of the executive departments

to implement presidential programmes 
an aide/advisor
the Senate; a Senator

House of Representatives

a bicameral body

to be based on equal representation

to be elected for a six-year term

to control federal taxing and spending

the Supreme Court

a constitutional amendment

to violate the Constitution; to conform to the Constitution

chief  justice; associate justices
to have one’s job for life

to pardon convicted criminals
The US Presidential Elections
The Founding Fathers

a political party

a multi-party system

a faction

to nominate/promote  presidential candidates
to run for election, to stand for election

presidential campaign; campaigning

a platform; a plank in the platform

electioneering tours/promises/rhetoric/assault/thuggery
a whistle-stop tour

a rally

a walkabout

to glad-hand people

a spin doctor/controller

a gaffe

primary elections (primaries)

a party convention

to conduct an opinion poll/survey; to poll people

an approval/popularity rating

to ride high, to be ahead, to be the favourite (=the best results in opinion polls)

to trail behind

to be running neck and neck, to be level pegging (=to have about the same amount of support)

televised debates

a debator

a rival; a challenger

election day
a voter; electorate

to go to the polls

to cast votes/ballots for sb; to vote for sb
secret ballot

a ballot box

a polling booth

to elect sb; to re-elect sb

electoral fraud

electors

electoral college

to take office as President
