SEMINAR 9
TASK 2
1. Read a newspaper article, in which the writer complains about the use of euphemistic language. The euphemisms have been blanked out, and follow the text. Match them to the correct gap in the article. Then, comment on the attitude of Brian Heath and your own attitude to euphemistic language.
STOP BEING COY
I will die – not “pass away”

I AM an old cripple, drawing an old-age pension, working hard to raise vast quantities of vegetables on an allotment and well aware that, one of these days, I shall die. All this is fact.
If, however, I listen to the voice of officialdom, it turns out that I am a 1) __________, registered as 2) ___________, drawing a 3) __________, renting a 4) ___________, and, presumably, immortal because I shall never die – I shall merely 5) ___________.
According to Encyclopaedia Britannica, ‘Euphemisms are considered overly squeamish and affected by contemporary writers, unless used for humorous effect.’ This may be so among the cognoscenti but there is little evidence to show that the masses, especially the administrators, have read the encyclopaedia. The clichés which pour from the lips of trade union leaders are endless. 6) ‘_________’ or 7) ‘___________’ equals ‘going on strike’ and 8) ‘__________’ equals ‘being bloody minded’.
Again quoting the encyclopaedia: a euphemism is a ‘figure of speech in which something of an unpleasant, distressing, or indelicate nature is described in less offensive terms’. For example, to describe Uncle George as a sex maniac might not endear you to Aunt Mabel but she would be proud to hear him referred to as a 9) _________.
Examples of gross understatement may also appeal to some of us. A native of the Lake District who describes himself as being ‘nobbut middlin’, is approaching a state of collapse and coma; if he says he’s ‘proper poorly’, there will be a funeral in the near future.
These more robust euphemisms may, for all I care, stay. But let us, please, do away with the following: 10) __________ (poor), 11) __________ (ill), 12) __________ (stupid), 13) _________ (dole), 14) ___________ (Ministry of War), 15) ____________ (talk) and 16) ___________ (pet).
All this effort to avoid unpleasantness is certain to fail, because the euphemism quickly acquires the stigma of the word it replaced. I, and probably others, do not feel younger because I am called a ‘senior citizen’.

BRYAN HEATH (Retired Vet)

a. withdrawing our services
b. leisure garden
c. pass away
d. low IQ
e. Ministry of Defence
f. companion animal
g. disadvantaged senior citizen
h. working to rule
i. unemployment benefit
j. disabled
k. manly man
l. under the weather
m. retirement pension
n. lower income brackets
o. taking industrial action
p. have a dialogue
(Source: John & Liz Soars Headway Advanced Student’s Book)

2. Explain the following euphemistic sentences
a) The rebel fighters were neutralized.
b) The Prime Minister was economical with the truth.
c) With all due respect, I think your figures are misleading.
d) Could you, please, regularize your bank account?
e) We had a frank, open exchange of views.
f) The company is in a non-profit situation.

3. Use appropriate euphemisms from Exercise 1 to paraphrase the following sentences:
a) The old-age pensioner died. Her pet came into all her money.
b) I won’t talk to you because you are stupid!
c) Many of the workers are extremely poor, which made them go on strike.
d) I feel unwell today and will stay at home.
e) She has been on the dole for six months.
