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Unit 1
National character

Stereotypes

VOCABULARY
1. to share common history 11. time-keeping
2. to make fair (unfair) judgments 12. less formal
3. senior citizens 13. very common
4. to affect the success and lifestyles | 14. own distinctive style
5. gender and race 15. on formal occasions
6. to cause a split in communication 16. all over the world
7. differences in the social behavior 17. at weddings
8. the vast majority 18. jewelry (bangles, neckles, rings, earings)
9. to treat sons and daughters equally | 19. at a funeral
10. rules tend to be stricter 20. in a negative (positive) way

1 Examine the definitions of the words nation, stereotype given below.

Nation is a group of people who share common history and usually a language, not
always living in the same area.

Stereotype is a fixed set of ideas about what a particular type of person or thing is
like, which is believed to be true in all cases.

2 Work in pairs or small groups and give definition of the word combination national stereotypes.

3 Read the text and say if stereotypes affect people in a negative or positive way
HOW WE MAKE STEREOTYPES

A "stereotype" is a generalization about a person or a group of people. We
develop stereotypes when we are unable or unwilling to obtain all of the information we
would need to make fair judgments about people or situations. In the absence of the
"total picture"”, stereotypes in many cases allow us to "fill in the blanks". Our society
often innocently creates stereotypes, but these stereotypes often lead to unfair
discrimination and persecution when the stereotype is unfavourable.

For example, if we are walking through a park late at night and encounter three
senior citizens wearing fur coats and walking with canes, we may not feel as threatened
as if we were met by three high school-aged boys wearing leather jackets. Why is this
so? We have made a generalization in each case. These generalizations have their roots
in experiences we have had ourselves, read about in books and magazines, seen in
movies or television, or have had related to us by friends and family. In many cases,
these stereotypical generalizations are reasonably accurate. By stereotyping, we assume
that a person or group has certain characteristics. Quite often, we have stereotypes about
persons who are members of groups with which we have not had firsthand contact.
Television, books, comic strips, and movies are all abundant sources of stereotyped
characters. The problem begins when these stereotypes affect the success and lifestyles
of individuals in a negative way when these beliefs carry no merit. Gender and race



have been categories used to stereotype a person in the past and whether they are
negative or positive, they continually cause a split in communities.

4 There are at least 3 reasons in the text why people make stereotypes. Work in small
groups and list them. Add more of your own.

5 A survey about socializing was conducted amongst 16 to 34-year-olds around the world. The
article below describes the findings of the questionnaire. Read it and try to restore all the
guestions the respondents were to answer.

SOCIALIZING

A night out in Tokyo is much the same as a night out in Milan these days.
Whether you live in Korea or Canada, Italy or Ireland, a typical night out is spent eating
burgers, seeing American films or listening to English-language music in clubs and
bars. Individual differences do survive - the ballet is still particularly popular amongst
Russians, while more Japanese favour an evening of Karaoke - but American culture is
everywhere.

Differences in the social behaviour of the two sexes are also disappearing. The
majority of respondents world-wide felt that it was ‘perfectly normal' for groups of
young women to go out alone, that it was 'equally acceptable' for young women to
smoke and drink, and that a couple should split the bill when they go out together.
Interestingly, however, the vast majority of the young people interviewed said that
parents are still stricter with daughters than sons about where they go and who they go
with. Overall, only 10 per cent thought that parents treat their sons and daughters
equally, and almost no one thought parents were stricter with their sons! In most
countries, it was also agreed that such rules tend to be stricter outside the big cities.

Important national differences did appear, however, when it came to time-
keeping. Parents' rules reflect this. Most Japanese parents expect their teenagers home
by ten o'clock or even earlier, whereas in Europe it is more likely to be eleven or twelve
o'clock. The most surprising findings here came from Argentina, however, where it is
apparently quite normal for 15 and 16-year-olds to stay out all night. But then perhaps
this is because their parents have less to worry about. 80 per cent of Argentine
youngsters claimed that they rarely or never drink alcohol!

6 Discuss the questionnaire in groups, comparing and explaining your answers. Discuss the
findings that are similar to those in your country, different or what you found surprising about
customs in other countries.

HOW TO DISCUSS
A) Complete the phrases 1-8 using the endings from the box:

agree with me? all up, ... considered, ...
important 1’d like to add. just like to say that ...
to say is that ... understand your point of view.

I don’t think that ...

1 Excuse me, I’d
2 | think | can
3 So, all things




4 Sorry, but there is something
5 To be honest,
6 To wrap it
7 What | am trying
8 Would you

B) Match the phrases 1-8 from exercise A to their functions a-d
a Expressing and justifying opinion
b Summing up the discussion
¢ Interrupting in a polite way
d Expressing interest

7 Discuss the following questions in groups.
1) Is the influence of American culture increasing in your country? Does this worry
you?
2) Should parents have strict rules about where their teenage sons and daughters
go?
3) Do you think that sons and daughters should be treated the same?

8 @ (Track 1) Listen to Henryk (Poland) speaking about dating in his country and check (\) the
statements he agrees with.
1 Kids start dating at 16.
2 They have to have an adult to accompany them.
3 They go out to bars, parks, and to the movies.
4 They have to be home by midnight.
5 They start looking for a marriage partner by 20.
6 They need their parents’ approval to get married.
7 Their parents arrange the marriage partner.

9 Read the text Dressing up, which is about clothing in Kuwait, Sweden and India, and find
out if it says anything about:
- clothes for work
- traditional dress
- young people's fashions
Check your answers with another student.

Dressing up

In Kuwait, men and women wear their traditional dress most of the time. For
men, it is a long robe and a cloth covering the head. For women it's similar and they
wear a veil. Foreign male visitors usually wear lightweight cotton trousers and white
shirts with short or long sleeves.

The Swedish are very interested in clothes and are less formal than they were.
People usually dress well in public and wear bright colours. In Sweden the winters are
very cold, so overcoats and ski jackets are very common. Men wear business suits for
work, with a shirt and a tie and women often wear slacks. Children and teenagers are
more casual than their parents. For school, they wear blue jeans and T-shirts.



Traditional dress in India for women is the sari and for men the achkan suit. The
sari has its own distinctive style depending on which part of India it comes from - every
region has its own special colours, decoration and style. The men wear their heavy and
expensive achkan suits on formal occasions but for less formal occasions they wear the
kurtha suit, a long shirt and loose trousers.

10 Work in pairs. Ask and say what clothes people in your country wear. Talk about clothes for
work, clothes at home, traditional dress, and young people's fashions.
Are the conventions for clothing in the passage different from conventions in your country?

11 Read these statements. Decide if they are true or false for your country.

1 The weather is usually rather cold in Russia.
2 It's difficult to buy good clothes.

3 Good clothes are very expensive.

4 People are quite formal.

5 Many people are quite small.

6 The quality of clothes design is good.

12 Read Raj’s (India) comments about clothes customs . Are the customs similar or different to
your culture?

1

‘At home you can be very casual. We have traditional Indian clothes, which
men wear. WWomen also wear something similar, which is a long shirt and loose
trousers to match it.’

¢ At school we have uniforms and at university you wear jeans and a
sweatshirt.’

‘A friend’s party could be informal, so a shirt and trousers, or jeans and a shirt
is fine, or it could be formal, depending on the situation.’

‘At weddings it is very important to be formally dressed. The women wear a
lot of jewelry, like bangles, neckles, rings, and earings. That is something that
1s a part of our tradition and culture.’

‘Women have a traditional Indian dress called a sari, which is 8-10 meters of
cloth which is wound around the body. This is what women wear to a
wedding.’

‘At a funeral you would wear the extended long shirt over the loose trousers
and the color would be white.’

‘Business is conducted as it is in the West, in a suit and a tie, shirt and
trousers.’

13 Write the questions the interviewer asked.
14 @ (Track 2) Listen to the interview and check your answers.



Unit 2
British character

VOCABULARY
1. heavy drinkers and smokers 18. are pretty much alike
2. image of the typical Brit 19.to look for solution
3. to find out 20. patient and docile
4. alot of violence 21.1in any case
5. unfriendly to foreigners 22.t0 come to the conclusion
6. to change smb’s mind 23.as far as clothes are concerned
7. rather conservative 24. 1o shake hands
8. good sense of humour 25. 10 exchange formal greetings
9. somewhat mystical 26. are widely used
10. as well as 27.t0 help women on and off with their
11. fatuous self-satisfaction coats
12.serene sense of superiority 28.10 ask for a light
13.insular pride 29.a box of matches
14.in a state of hatred 30.to be responsible for
15. invention of the atomic bomb | 31.everyone’s obligation
16. a slightly patronizing attitude | 32.to break the law
17.driving on the wrong side 33.at the same time

34.to look down on immediate neighbours

1 When people think of a foreign country they picture in their minds different things. What do you
usually think of when you think of a country? Make a list of things.

2 The magazine ""Current™ asked its readers to give their opinions of Britain. Here are some of
their replies. Scan the replies to find out if they mention any of the things you mentioned in the
exercise above. You have 4 minutes.

What other places, people and things are mentioned?

Unfortunately when people think of Britain they usually only think of London. If
you travel 100 miles (160 km) out of London, it's as if you are in a different world. The
people are kinder, more relaxed, more helpful, the landscape is more beautiful and
there's no traffic jam. Another idea people have of Britain is that the weather is always
cold and wet. I think they are correct. The British Isles have never been famous for good
weather. Britain, though, should be recognized for beautiful landmarks and driving on
the wrong side. (Rob Wilson)

When 1 think of Britain, | think of two main areas, Scotland and England. With
Scotland some people associate those who are heavy drinkers and smokers. | know it's
not true, | picture them as hardworking in industries such as steel, oil-mining and
shipbuilding. When 1 think of England, | think of traffic noise and masses of people.
The Royal Family is heavily linked with Britain, too. (Marni Duncan)

Often when | think of the British, a voice with a British accent comes into my
mind. It says, "Would you like a cup of tea?" I've always had the idea that British
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people are clever. | know several people from Britain. They are all kind and sympathetic
and they work hard. From television and books | get another image of the typical Brit.
He's an older man with a pipe in one hand. Perhaps he's eating fish and chips at a pub or
playing darts. | also think of great clubs, bars and parties when | think of Britain. | have
never been to Britain but | hope to go some day to find out if any of my impressions are
true. (Sarah Wood)

| think of Britain as a place with a lot of different types of people. The only big
city that I can picture is London. | imagine the rest of the country as small towns. There
isn't much to do in the way of entertainment, that's why people may read more, or learn
to play an instrument, or write, or do something else than go to a movie. The best thing |
can think of about Britain is that there doesn't seem to be a lot of violence. When | turn
on the television, | rarely hear about violence in Great Britain. My image of Britain is
probably far from the truth, but it's the way | see it. (Dan Kerman)

3 Find in the text
- Any point which is mentioned by different people. Is there any contradiction between
their opinions?
- Which two opinions are British? From which part of the country? Which are not? How
did you guess?
- What ideas do these people have of Britain and its people? Do you believe this is true?

Use the word combinations given below.

... says that...

I'm not sure if this is right because...
Probably it's true but I've heard/read that...
| don't think it's true because ...

Many people think that...

4 Television, films, books, etc. have probably given you ideas about what British people are like.
Describe the British using 3 adjectives. Compare your characteristics with your partner's.
Here is what people in different countries think about the British.

People who People who
hadn't visited | had visited
Britain Britain
nice / kind to foreigners 24% 79%
friendly / honest 27% 29%
quiet / serious / polite 33% 375 %
reserved (don't show their feelings) / cold 54% 33%
unfriendly to foreigners / conservative 45% 8,5 %
think that they are better than other people 32% 8%

What did most people think about the British? Did they change their opinion after they had visited

Britain? Why? Use the word combinations given below.

Before going to Britain...had thought that...
After visiting Britain ...changed their minds.
More/less people began to believe that...
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5 Most people think in stereotypes. Travelers to Britain from all over the world noticed different
characteristics about the British character.
Find the information that supports your prediction.

"For centuries the British have been known as snobbish, aloof, hypocritical and
unsociable™.

"The British are said to be a polite and well-mannered people. Englishmen tend to be
rather conservative, they love familiar things".

"The English are practical and realistic, prudent and careful about almost everything.
Everything is orderly: the lawns and the trees are neatly trimmed".

"The British people are considered to be the world's greatest tea drinkers. They drink
it at meals and between meals".

"Every Englishman is said to be a countryman at heart. The English countryside is
many things to many people. It stands for freshness, for leisure, fun and games".

"The English are reputed to have a good sense of humour".

"The Scots are said to be serious people, rather inventive and somewhat mystical™.

"The Irish are known for their charm as well as for beauty of the Irish girls".

"The Welsh are emotional people but sometimes reticent".

6 Read the text and explain the words and word combinations in bold.
The British Character

The national character of the English has been very differently described but most
commentators agree over one quality, which they describe as fatuous self-satisfaction,
serene sense of superiority or insular pride. English patriotism is based on a deep
sense of security. Englishmen as individuals may have been insecure, threatened by the
boss of a job, unsure of themselves, or unhappy in many ways but as a nation they have
been for centuries secure and serene in their national successes. They have not lived in a
state of hatred of their neighbours as Frenchmen or Germans have often lived. This
national sense of security hardly threatened by the Armada, or by Napoleon, or by the
First World War has been greatly weakened by the Second World War and by the
invention of the atomic bomb.

The typical Englishman is too polite and too inarticulate to say so. But he can't
avoid a slightly patronizing attitude to foreigners, which foreigners sometimes find
hard to accept. He's not aware of it himself. He's not aware that he looks down on his
immediate neighbours. He likes the Scots and the Welsh - they're the sort of people he
would like to be if he couldn't be English. He even pays them the compliment of calling
them English, and is puzzled to find they resent it.

First time visitors meet a number of British stereotypes — tongue-tied
Englishmen, unreliable Welshmen, bad-tempered Scots. After a while these cartoon
characters disappear and the truth emerged that people all over the world are pretty
much alike when you get to know them.

Britons working abroad long for the day when they can retire home and Britons at
home rarely consider retirement abroad. Yet you meet many foreign residents in
Britain who are determined to extend their tours of duty or settle down for good
somewhere in Britain. If the natives are not all that sociable, if since early seventies the
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economic prospects have been getting steadily worse, and if some deprived inner-city
areas have become subject to a kind of violence unknown in Britain before..., what's the
attraction?

The attraction has something to do with Britain's stable society, her insular
position and freedom from foreign invasions down the ages. The laws and customs are
respected by the vast majority of people. On the whole, the typical Briton is patient and
docile and polite to strangers. He hates to make a fuss and would rather live with his
problem and grumble about it than look for a dramatic solution to it.

7 Make up a plan of the text and render it.

8 What sort of things do you think foreigners might say about your country? What do you think of
the Russian character?

9 Read the dialogue and act it out using the conversational formulas.

1.How did you get on? 6. What struck me most...

2 .What do you mean? 7. 1 was impressed by...

3. | see what you mean. 8. I think what you say is true.
4. It only goes to show that... 9. There is no denying that...
5. | was struck by...

Dialogue
Mrs. Barker and Mr. Atkins, two university teachers of English, meet a friend of
theirs, Mr. Stein, who has just returned from a study trip to England.

Atkins: Well, how did you get on?

Stein: Very well. I got around quite a lot and met lots of interesting people. They
were not very much like the conventional picture of English people.

Barker: What do you mean?

Stein: Well, you know every nation has a stereotyped reputation of some kind or
another. The French are supposed to be sophisticated, intelligent people, fond of good
food and the opposite sex. At the same time it is often said that they are intolerant,
excitable and somewhat unpredictable.

Barker: | see what you mean. The Americans are said to be energetic, hospitable,
generous and sociable, but rather boastful, naive and showy.

Atkins: And the Italians are supposed to be affectionate, impulsive, talkative, jealous
and superstitious.

Stein: Yes, that is the kind of thing I had in mind. The English have the reputation of
being practical, sensible, tolerant, rather conservative in dress and eating habits, but
rather formal, snobbish, reserved and unsociable. And condescending towards
foreigners but...

Barker: You took the words out of my mouth but I think these stereotyped ideas are
very misleading.

Stein: Yes, very few of the people | met fitted in with the popular image of the
typical Englishmen.
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10 Read and put four parts of the text into the correct order.

BRITISH MANNERS

d) But all this does not mean that English people are rude or have no manners. It
only means that they have a different style of politeness. It is more a matter of
improvisation than of following a strict code of rules. In his own way the average
Englishman is considerate and helpfull. Foreigners are very often impressed by the
disciplined and good-humoured way in which English people queue up. But if the bus is
late or full up, they can get very impatient and irritable.

a) In any case we may come to the conclusion that national reputations are
simply a matter of prejudice and false generalizations. But there is no denying that
national differences in manners and outlook really do exist. They arise out of the
specific economic, political and cultural development of each country.

b) Oftentimes people say that the Englishmen are very conservative as far as
clothes are concerned. That may be partly true as far as
the older generation is concerned, but young people dress in a very imaginative,
unconventional way. There is an incredible variety of styles which seems to co-exist,
which was almost impossible twenty years ago. And it goes to show how quickly such
permanent national characteristics can change.

C) Manners in Great Britain are more informal than in some other countries.
English people do not shake hands or exchange formal greetings when they meet friends
or acquaintances, children are not taught to shake hands or to bow, and first names are
widely used, even amongst people who have known each other for only a short time.
Some people are struck by the fact that Englishmen do not help women on and off with
their coats or pull out chairs for them in restaurants. People never say anything before
starting a meal and if you ask for a light they very often simply hand you a box of
matches or a lighter.

1
2
3
4
11 Write down words which you associate with these things.
childhood family home money
neighborhood  politics religion school

12 @ (Track 3) Listen to Robert, who is English, talking about his cultural identity and values.
Check (\) the words he associates with the things in 11.

bad church  corrupt criminal duty good helpful hope laughter
liar  opportunity  oppression  patriotism  power  priest  respect
rules sadness society trap  white

13  Work in pairs and check your answers. Does Robert mention any words you chose in 11?

12



14 Now listen again and check.

15 Work in pairs. Which of these statements do you agree or disagree with?

A person should not show his or her feelings.

People are responsible for their future.

Every group needs a leader.

Luck plays no part in our lives.

Criminals should be re-educated, not punished.

A spiritual life will compensate for deficiencies in everyday life.
Getting married is everyone’s obligation.

~No ok~ W NP

HOW TO DISCUSS

You will have to make suggestions, reject and accept ideas. Match the phrases 1-10 to the following
functions:

A Suggesting
B Disagreeing/Rejecting an idea
C Accepting an idea

2 Idon’t think it
is ... enouah

4 | see what you mean,
bt

I’m not convinced.

9 OK./All right.

16 Match these comments from the people with the statements in 15.

a ‘To a certain extent I agree. People who break the law need to realize that there
are consequences for their actions, but at the same time, just punishing someone
are not letting them know why it was wrong and why they should not do it again
in the future, is not should happen.”  Ben (America)

b ‘Well, there is a Polish saying “People work out their destiny”. But it’s not true;

not everybody has the same opportunities.”  Henryk (Poland)

¢ ‘Yes, even though we have a sort of extended culture in the family, so there are

other people who are responsible for your future. It’s God’s will first, and then
you work on it.” Deema (Jordan)

7 OK., sowe’ll ... first,

and then ...

t

8 I'mafraid |
don’t aaree at all

13



d ‘Sometimes hard work and luck go together. I think it’s quite simple.’
James (China)

e ‘I think this is normal. I think people should show their feelings.’
Ashura (Tanzania)

Unit 3
American stereotypes
VOCABULARY

1. despite this belief 9. tostart ontime
2. 1s applicable to most Americans | 10. for both men and women
3. as discussed above 11. to hold hands
4. always in a hurry 12. smoking is banned
5. to feel offended 13. sit with the ankle of one leg on the knee
6. way of greeting 14. it is acceptable
7. close friends 15. no one cares
8. time —conscious 16. it depends on

1 Read the texts about America. Discuss with your partner if you agree or disagree with the author.

American Stereotypes

Most Americans would have a hard time telling you, specifically, values
Americans live by. The reason is that Americans believe, there is no definitive list of
American values that each individual is so unique that the same list of characteristics
could never apply to all or even most citizens. Despite this belief there is a list of a few
values that could be applicable to most Americans.

Informality
«Americans are one of the most informal and casual groups of people in the world.
» Bosses sometimes urge their employees to call them by their first names and are
uncomfortable being called "Mr." or "Mrs.". Dress is also very informal and can be at
times shocking for people from other cultures.
«Americans are also informal in their greetings as discussed above.

Materialism

Many cultures view Americans as extremely materialistic and attached to their
worldly possessions, while American tend to view them as the natural benefits of their
hard work paying off.

Most people consider Americans to be outgoing, wealthy, generous, impolite,
loud, boastful, immature, extravagant, wasteful/ignorant of other cultures/countries,
always in a hurry.

14



Greetings
« Americans are very friendly. They tend to greet each other with a smile, sometimes
a handshake, and a friendly "Hello, how are you?", which is not a question about your
health, or "What's up?". Such a greeting is very common, and does not always require
an answer.
« If an American friend greets you with "Hi, what's going on?" and walks away, do
not feel offended, it is a popular way of greeting.
» The common phrase "See you later" is not an invitation for a visit, but a way to say
"Good bye".

Gifts
« As arule, gifts are given to relatives and close friends and are sometimes given to
people with whom one has a casual but friendly relationship, such as a host or hostess,
but it is not necessary or even common for gifts to be given to such people.
« Gifts are not usually given to teachers or others who hold official positions.

Time
« Americans are very time-conscious and place high value on promptness.
« Buses, trains, meetings and classes generally start on time.
» If you are going to be more than five or 10 minutes late for work, a meeting, or an
appointment, you should telephone to let the other party know you will be late.

Public Behaviour
« A handshake is the customary greeting for both men and women, although you
should wait and see if a woman offers her hand.
« Apart from greeting close family members or friends, Americans tend to refrain
from greetings that involve hugging and other close physical contact.
« The standard space between you and your conversation partner should be about two
to three feet. Most executives will be uncomfortable standing at a closer distance.
« Direct eye contact conveys that you are sincere, although it should not be too
intense.
» Before smoking, the best policy is to ask if anyone minds, or wait and see if others

smoke. Restaurants often have a section where smoking is permitted.

« When sitting, Americans tend to look very relaxed. They may sometimes sit with the
ankle of one leg on their knee.

2 Work in pairs. Which of these items of food are traditional in your country?
caviar chips  hamburger pasta pizza
salad sandwich spare ribs steak
3 Work in pairs and discuss the questions

a Is it acceptable to eat in the street?

b How long does a typical meal last?

¢ What kind of food do you eat when you have guests for dinner?

d If you had a special guest for dinner and you wanted to impress them,

what would you offer them?
e What do people eat with: knife, fork, spoon, chopsticks, or their hands?
f How many meals a day do people have and at what times?
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4 Read the interview with Ben (from America).

Read the interview with Ben and decide where the questions in 3 go.

Interviewer (1)

Ben Teenagers probably have four. Yeah, eat some breakfast, eat lunch at school, get
out of school and have a slice of pizza, go home and have dinner.

Interviewer  So, after school you have a slice of pizza?

Ben Or chips or something.

Interviewer  And what time will you have those meals?

Ben Breakfast 7:30, then lunch 12:00, then 3:30 or 4:00, and dinner 7:00.
Interviewer  (2)

Ben Breakfast, ten to fifteen minutes, if that. Lunch, thirty minutes. The meal after

school, you probably eat it on your way home, so you don’t even really stop for
that. And dinner, probably forty-five minutes.

Interviewer  (3)

Ben Knife and fork. If you eat Chinese food, chopsticks, and if you're eating a
sandwich, your hands.

Interviewer  (4)

Ben Yeah. Depends what you're eating. If you have something really messy like ribs
with rice or something, people will look at you. But if you're walking along
eating a sandwich no one cares.

Interviewer  (5)

Ben If it's good friends you eat whatever, you know — barbecue, hamburgers, or cold
Chinese. But if it's people that you're just getting acquainted with, then you want
to have good food, like some steaks or some nice pasta with some salad.

Interviewer  (6)

Ben Steak, | guess. Or, if you really want to impress them — caviar!

5 @ (Track 4) Listen and check.

6 @ (Track 5,6) Listen to llya (Russia) and Valentina (Italy) talking about food. Which questions
in 3 are they answering? Write the letter (a-f) of the questions.

llya Valentina
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Unit 4
German stereotypes

VOCABULARY
1. purchase 8. to share apartment
2. maximum quality 9. half an hour
3. to obey the commands 10.to nod smb’s head
4. without a recognized profession 11. personal space
5. tax-free 12.to be embarrassed
6. to be abducted by the aliens 13. it takes time
7. to sort out problems 14. life-long friendship

1 Read the text and discuss it with your partner.

GERMAN STEREOTYPES

Real Germans want everything at least 99,999999 %. When they purchase any
product it should be 100 % at a 1 Euro price. Maximum quality and minimum price.
Many real German men love their cars more than their children. While children usually
don't mind their parents, the car never fails to obey the commands of its driver.

Real Germans are in love with their jobs. A German without a recognized
profession is a nobody.

There is a rumor that Germans have no sense of humour. This is absolutely false.
They do have a sense of humor, in fact there is even a non-translatable word for their
sense of humor, "Schadensfreude". There are two words stuck in this word. The first
one is "Schadens" which means "misfortune”, “damage", "injury"”. The other word is
"Freude" which means "joy", "happiness". In other words, it literally means "joy for
another's misfortune", which is why Mr. Bean is more popular in Germany than in
Britain. Germans do not feel any sympathy for Mr. Bean. They are not laughing with
him; they are laughing at him.

Real Germans are cleanliness fanatics. Usually they can only relax and stop
worrying when they use their toilet at home, because then they are absolutely 100% sure
that it was cleaned properly, because they did this themselves, after the cleaning lady
cleaned it first.

Real Germans love clubs. Clubs in Germany even have a special financial tax-
free status. There are clubs for everything from bowling to knitting, singing and rowing,
for animal lovers of all kinds, even clubs for people who have been abducted by aliens.
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2 Work in pairs. Read the situations and talk about what you think went wrong.

On vacation in the UK, Raoul was
sitting on a park bench when a man sat
down beside him. The man nodded his
head and smiled, but he didn't say
anything. Raoul was embarrassed and
felt that English people are always very
cold and distant. Was his reaction fair?

Tony invited Indira to visit his home
one day. They spent a few minutes
chatting but then the phone rang and
Tony spent half an hour talking to his
friend on the phone. Indira was upset
and left. Was she right to feel so angry? |

Michiko was working as a secretary in
Sydney and made friends with Judy. They
often had lunch together, and Judy helped
Michiko sort out problems with settling in
to live in Australia. They saw each other
most days or talked on the phone, but
Michiko didn't invite Judy home because
she shared her apartment with three other
people. After a while, Judy started to see |
less of Michiko and started having lunch |
alone. Michiko began to feel Judy was |
avoiding her. What do you think was the ::3-
problem?

3 @ (Track 7) Listen to Barbara, an expert in cross-cultural communication, talking about what

went wrong in the situations in 2. Did you guess correctly? Does Barb
_ : : ara suggest wh
should do next time this happens? » at{he people

4 Work in pairs and discuss the questions.

1 Where is your home? Is it where you live, where you were born, or
where your parents live?

2 Would you like to live in another country? If so, where and why? If not
why not? |
3 Would you like to live in Germany? Why?
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HOW TO DISCUSS
Tick polite ways of disagreeing
1 I see your point, but ...
2 You must be joking! No way!
3 see what you mean, but ...
4 I’m afraid I can’t quite agree with you about that.
5 What a stupid idea!
6 I’m not sure that’s a good idea!

5 Read these exchanges from an interview with Valentina (from Italy) and number them

in the correct order.

a [l Interviewer

b [ Interviewer

¢ [ Interviewer

d [ Valentina

e [ Valentina

f [ Valentina

In your country, would you say there are a lot of
people from different ethnic backgrounds?

When someone asks where you are from, do you say

your town or your village or your region or your
country?

What sort of ethnic background do people come from?

| say Italy and then | say Sicily and then | say Sciacca

and then | start explaining where Sciacca is.Once
someone asked me and | said Sicily , and then they
asked me if Sicily was in Europe! So now | always say
Italy.

Not in Sicily, but in the regions that make up Italy,
especially in the north.

In the south they are more Mediterranean, more like

Spanish people. Northeners are more like Germans or
Austrians.

6 @ (Track8) Listen and check.
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Unit 5
Russian character

VOCABULARY
1.to give money to beggars 9. to behave the same way
2. belief in a happy future 10. to take care of
3. hope dies last 11. to have own apartment
4. meaning of life 12. to earn money
5.to overcome all the difficulties 13. to contribute to the family budget
6. to be in a good mood 14. to have moral support
7.1t helps (to) survive 15. to be proud of
8. excessive care 16. Orthodox religion

1 Read the text and agree or disagree with the author.
RUSSIAN CHARACTER

Russians are open-hearted, generous, good-wishers, friendly, inventive and
family-oriented. They are very sympathetic. Most of them will always give money to
the beggars. Their hearts bleed for others as they try to put themselves in the other
person's shoes.

Another national feature of Russians is optimism, and belief in a happy future.
Russians say that hope dies last even if the situation is the pits. Hope is valued because
it gives a meaning to the life. They believe that they'll overcome all the difficulties.

Humor always helps them. Russians try to be in a good mood, that helps them
survive. What do they laugh at? Politics, financial problems, fashion, famous people,
but most of all - ourselves!

Attitude to family

Parents play a very important role in the life of their children. They take care of
their children for all their lives. They support them when they are in trouble, help them
to follow the right way in life, to choose their future profession, and even sometimes
mothers help their daughters to find husbands. Children usually don't like this excessive
care, but when they grow up and become parents themselves, they behave the same
way.

Russians put family in the first place, above the work and career. Parents make
great contribution to their children's destiny. They consider it their responsibility to
guide their kids. Parents pay for their education, and later on help them get a job.
Usually children live with their parents until they marry, and have an opportunity to pay
the rent for their own apartment.

Russians are not self-reliant or independent. At the age of 15-18 the majority of
young boys and girls try to find a job. They earn some money for entertainment, or
books for their studying. Thus they try to contribute to the family budget.

It is highly valued to have close relations between the members of the family. It is
very important to have moral support at home. Russians admire their mothers, respect
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their fathers, and are close friends with their brothers and sisters. They are always ready
to help each other, even if their own life is very hard.

Formality

Russia is in many ways more formal than other countries. People in working
situations can't call each other by their first names. Russians speak more formally (more
politely) with people who are older.

Education

Education was, is and will be one of the greatest values in Russia, and | think it is
of high quality in Russia. Russians respect educated people, and that is why almost all
people try to graduate from a university, college, and find a good job.

"It is never late to study", they say. Self-education is very popular.

2 Discuss the text using the following phrases.

I'd like to draw your attention to... Just a small point...

The article covers some aspects of... Perhaps | should mention...
The article deals with... | almost forgot...

The main reason is.... In addition...

The other reason is... And another thing...
Ac